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Racing Newsletter
World Arabian Racing Conference 

Two members of the NARA Board will be attending the Arabian Racing Conference to be held in Abu Dhabi on the 23 to the 25th September 2010.

This is the first time ever that a world conference is being held with a special focus on Arabian horse racing, bringing together hundreds of experts, researchers and others involved with Purebred Arabian horse racing from over 20 countries from around the world. 
The World Arabian Horse Racing Conference will be broadcast live from Abu Dhabi Sports TV.
The event will span over three days – two with seminars and one with a workshop. Topics will include breeding, training, history/culture and strategies for the growth and increased awareness of the sport.
Virginia Dodson & Maureen Milburn are confident that they will be bring back to Australia the strategies needed to establish Arabian Racing as a permanent part of the Australian Racing calendar.

Virginia & Maureen are funding this trip from their own bank accounts (as they do with all other travel on behalf of NARA & Arabian Racing). Why are they doing this? Probably because they are both insane but on a serious note they can see the opportunities that will open up for our Arabian owners & breeders through an Arabian Racing Industry.

This trip will have benefits for both Australian Arabian Breeding and racing. While they are there they will working hard to secure sponsorship for a series of races.

The success of this venture will ultimately depend on you, the owners and breeders. All the sponsorship in the world won’t make a racing industry without the horses  and your support.
 They will be taking information on Arabian Breeding in Australia to the conference and it would be good to have an idea of how many breeders would seriously include racing in their 
breeding programs.  Keep in mind that many overseas racehorses are multi disciplined.   They are show horses, do endurance, dressage etc.  Please let us know your thoughts on this.

QUEENSLAND

Taubanlea Picnic Races

Don’t forget the Taubanlea Picnic Races on the on the 16th October 2010. The race will be sponsored by NIKENBAH CO-OP STOCKFEEDS AND SUPPLIES and has been programmed to run at midday. Program on the last page of this news.
The race will be run over 1200m with a minimum weight of 63kg. The race can be started from the barriers or a standing start.  The barriers have nine starting gates so if there are more than nine nominations the race can be split into two heats and a final or started from a standing start. The nomination fee is $5 plus $10 insurance for the jockey. What you pay the jockey to ride is a decision between you and the jockey. Please let us know if you wish to nominate and we will send you the nomination form.
At this time we are not asking the horses be NARA registered but they must be registered with the AHSA and be 4 years old or over. If there is sufficient interest there is a possibility that we can have a race for Purebred Arabians and a race for Anglos and Partbreds.  Purebreds and derivatives are not permitted to run in the same race.

Taubanlea is approximately 30km from Harvey Bay. Camping is provided for and includes shower and toilet facilities.  There is a limited amount of horse stalls available however portable yards may be erected. For those staying for a couple of days Nikenbah Stockfeeds will deliver feed daily if required. If you need a jockey  ring Rick McMaster on 0404352028. Rick is an ex Thoroughbred jockey. He weighs in the high 60kg.
If you fancy yourself as a jockey and are willing to ride in the other races the Taubanlea Committee will pay you $200 for the day and feed you as well.

Rockhampton Jockey Club 

The committee of the Rockhampton Jockey Club have notified us that the are prepared to have Arabian races within their raceday programs.
GROUP RACES
 We had hoped that by now we would be able to give you full details of these races but unfortunately have still not been given permission to do so.  
It is vital that we present the very best in Arabian Racing and for that reason will you PLEASE start preparing your horses.  Arabian Racing in Australia will be judged on the quality of racing we present.

These races will be run under the Australian Arabian Rules of Racing.  Horses must be registered Purebred Arabians and have NARA racehorse Identification. Trainers and strappers must be licenced by NARA. Horses must hold a barrier clearance before racing.
****************************************************

TRAINER’S RACE DAY GUIDE 
This guide has been written for first time Trainers or Owner/Trainers, and will explain what to do and expect when you race an Arabian.

Before You Set Off 
It is a good practice to trot your horse up on a hard surface before leaving – you don’t want to drive 4 hours only to discover your horse trod on a stone the day before and is now lame out of walk! Make sure you have everything you’ll need for the day, the following checklist includes the essentials:- 

Raceday Checklist 
NARA Racehorse Identification

Colours 

Bridle

Head Collar & Two lead ropes (needed to cross tie in horse stall)

        
Double clip lead (needed to lead in the mounting yard)

Water bucket. & Haynet
Towels

Rug
Emergency First Aid Kit (hopefully never to be used)
Planning Your Journey 
First of all, make sure you plan your journey and allow enough time for unforeseen eventualities, such as road works, breakdown, etc, as there is nothing more stressful for you or your horses than having to rush. Horses must the on the track at least 1 hour before a race at a country venue and two hours before a race at a metropolitan meeting.

At The Racecourse 
Booking Your Horse into its Horse Stall
On approach to the racecourse, follow signs to the Racehorses/Float entrance. On arrival, check with the gate steward as to the number of the horse stall you have been allocated.  You may take your horse into the stall.  Remember that there will be a fair amount of horse movement is this area so take care. All horses must be bitted at all times when walking on a racecourse. This includes being led from the float to the horse stall. You may remove the bit when the horse is in the horse stall. At no time are horses to be left unattended whilst on the racecourse. 

Colours
Armed with your colours, make your way to the Jockeys Room and give them to the Jockey Room Attendant to give to your jockey. Make sure they are in a bag that is clearly marked with the trainers and the horses names.  



Example:   Trainer: 

Tom Brown




        Race:

            Race 2 - Arabian Race




         Horses Name:
 He’s A Winner





Saddling and Parading Your Horse 
Your horse must be saddled and ready to go into the mounting yard at the very latest 20 minutes before the race. Your jockey will provide his/her own saddle and if they must carry weight, the lead bag and weights. Make sure your jockey knows well in advance of the race the weight he/she will be required to carry. Tell the jockey if your horse needs a breast plate as this will be weighed.
Immediately after the running of race before your race go to the Jockeys Room to collect the saddle, number cloth etc. If your jockey is not riding in the previous race you may be able to get the saddle a little earlier. Your jockey will provide any saddle blanket etc. This is usually a gell pad and a towel. The jockey will have weighed out with this so don’t change anything when you saddle the horse.

When your horse is saddled you can walk it in the walking ring. This will give you time to make any adjustments to the girth or any other saddlery. Make sure the horse is saddled correctly. If not sure ASK someone to check it. The Clerk of Course will advise when you are to go to the Mounting Yard. 

Try to enter the Mounting Yard in saddle cloth number order and continue walking in the Mounting yard in number order.  Remember to keep a safe distance between horses. Horses should go out onto the track in number order. 

The Trainer should stand in the middle of the Mounting Yard and wait for the jockey to come out. Make sure you tell your jockey any little quirks your horse may have (like he is going to buck like a rodeo star!) and anything you do or don’t want him/her to do during the race. When it is time for the jockeys to mount; leg your jockey up, and as you walk make sure the handler unclips the lead chain but keeps hold of the bridle or the rein while continuing to walk. When instructed to do so by the steward lead your horse to the entrance of the track let go and make sure to get out of the way of other horses coming out behind you.

If your horse is a bit fractious in the Mounting Yard the trainer can walk with the horse as well as the strapper.

If you require the pony to take your horse to the Barriers you must get prior permission from the Stewards and notify the Clerk of Course.  Remember there are only two or three Clerks of Course so this is first in best dressed.

Always turn yourself and your horse out to a high standard for the image of the sport and out of respect for the sponsors. There is often a best turned out prize as well! You will notice that a lot of Arabian Racehorses have their manes pulled; if you like to leave them un-pulled, please plait the mane (usually a running plait), as there is nothing worse for a jockey then two feet of mane wrapped around the reins, and then having it whip them in the face for the duration of the race. 

Watching The Race 
Now you can go and find somewhere to watch the race from, or somewhere to hide, depending on your disposition! 

After The Race 
When the race has finished your strapper should be in the Mounting Yard ready to collect the horse. If you are lucky enough to finish in the first three/four (depending on the racecourse) go to the Winners’ Stalls; if not your jockey will unsaddle away from the Winners’ Stalls, where hopefully he will tell you how the horse went. If he doesn’t, ask, as it will be helpful for future races your horse may run in. Always thank the jockey. 

If you are in the Winners’ Stalls wait until you are instructed to leave before returning to the horse stalls. Otherwise go back to the horse stalls when you are ready and give your horse a well deserved hose down, small amounts of water and walk him off for at least 15 minutes. It’s not a good idea to let him eat at this stage as he may choke. Once your horse has completely recovered from the race you can put him back in the stall with ad-lib water. 

You will need to go back to the jockeys room and collect your colours from the jockey. 

Before Going Home 
If your horse hasn’t broken out in a sweat he can have a hay net in the float  and you can now go home; however, if he has you will need to walk him some more as it may be that you put him away to quickly. Hopefully you had a great day, win or lose, you enjoyed it and will want to come back again soon. 

Have a safe journey home! 

Just A Few Extra Points To Bear In Mind 
Arab racing is very competitive, so make sure your horse is fit enough; riding a horse three times a week for an hour will not be enough to get you competitive and it’s unkind on the horse as well. You don’t have to own an all-weather track, horse walker, etc. to do well; no doubt they would be of benefit but most trainers have managed very well without. However getting the horse to the track for a jump out with other horses before they have their first  start is important. All horses must have a barrier clearance before they can race.

Don’t forget… 
You’ve Got To Be In It To Win It!
Track Rating Chart 

	 Category
	 Scale
	 Description

	 FAST
	 1
	A dry hard track

	 GOOD
	 2
	A firm track

	 GOOD
	 3
	Ideal track with some give

	 DEAD
	 4
	Track with give, better side of Dead

	 DEAD
	 5
	Significant amount of give, worse side of Dead

	 SLOW
	 6
	A mildly rain affected track, better side of Slow

	 SLOW
	 7
	Rain affected, worse side of Slow

	 HEAVY
	 8
	Soft track, just into Heavy range

	 HEAVY
	 9
	Very soft, genuine Heavy

	 HEAVY
	 10
	Bottomless. Very soft and wet, heaviest category


	The President of the UAE Cup, Keenland Race Track,  USA
October 9, 2010

	The President of the UAE Cup at Keenland is a Grade 1 stakes race for Arabians 4 years old & up with a $50,000 purse and is part of an international series. The other races of the series this year are held at Curragh, Ireland; Paris, France; Newmarket, UK; Ascot, UK; and Moscow, Russia. 

The Series is is held upon the instructions from His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nayan, President of the United Arab Emirates and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces. The President of the UAE Cup Series helps build awareness for the purebred Arabian horse globally, and its significant place in UAE culture and history.
The President of the UAE Cup, Newmarket, United Kingdom, 1600m

July, 7, 2010

1st  - Nashwan Al Khalidiah – 63kg. – Time: 1:48:77
How you can help establish Arabian Racing
Like all other sports Arabian Racing cannot succeed without the support of members, participants, volunteers, etc. These people are the lifeblood of every sporting body and Arabian Racing is no different.   So how can you help?

With this issue of the Arabian Racing News we have included a membership form for your state club and we encourage you to join.  Through your membership you will have the opportunity to network with other racing enthusiasts throughout Australia, have the opportunity for international publicity for your horses, join in social activities etc. Most of all you will become part of the worlds Arabian Racing Family.

One of the biggest hurdles we have to overcome to get our Arabians racing is ignorance and bigotry. There is still a large number of people who think that the only racehorse is a Thoroughbred, that Arabians are hot headed, scatty, unreliable, etc, that you can’t ride an Arabian, and this from an official of a major Thoroughbred Club “Oh, do we have Arabian horses in Australia”.  

We also experience discrimination from the daily newspapers. Many of them are hesitant to publish anything about Arabian Racing because they have contracts with the Thoroughbred industry to print their form guide each day.
Education is what is needed and this is where you, the members and participants can help. The more we are out there waving the flag for our Arabian Horses the more notice will be taken of them and the more the barriers will be broken down.  We can organize the races, get the sponsorship etc but without your help and participation it will be all for nothing. How about it! Will you help?

Here are some RIDING RULES for Older Horse Women:    author unknown
* We DO NOT need to show up with our hair combed, make up on and wearing a clean shirt.
* Moaning, groaning and complaining about aching muscles is perfectly acceptable, as is taking Motrin (or something stronger) prior to a ride.
* Helping someone on or off the horse does not mean the rider is an invalid. It only means the horse got taller overnight.
* No one will comment about how big someone's butt looks in a saddle.
* When a horse is acting up we will accept that the horse is just having a bad hair day and it is not the rider's fault.
* Mentioning it is too hot, too dry, too humid, too wet, too buggy, etc., is considered self expression, not whining.
* We will acknowledge that horses are very strange animals and sometimes for no reason at all we fall off of them. If this happens to any rider the other riders will ascertain that the person is okay and then not mention the incident to another living soul, especially husbands and significant others.
* We will acknowledge, without apology, that riding more than 6 hours increases our grumpy level far more than any ego benefits we may get from riding longer.
* Looking at my bouncing fat is NOT an acceptable way of determining if I have a good seat. My fat always bounces, thank you. It is cushion I carry in case I fall off.


International Federation 
Arabian Horse Racing Authorities. 

Read All the news of the World Arabian 
Racing Industry    www.ifahr.net

TORBANLEA PICNIC RACES &

FAMILY FUN DAY
Saturday 16th October 2010
Chief Steward:  Eddie Broom

Steward: John Charlton

First Race Commencing at 10:00am

Time

Race

Distance

1st
2nd
3rd
Nomination 

Fee

10:00am

1. Coal Miners Maiden

400m

400

300

200

$5

11.00am

2.  Hervey Bay RSL Open

400m

500

300

150

$10

12.00pm

3.  Alan Madders Memorial    Open

800m

600

400

200

$10

2:00pm

4.  Australian Arabian Horse Open

1200m

500

300

200

$10

3:00pm

5.  Beelbi Creek Open Challenge

800m

600

400

200

$10

4:00pm

6.  Howard Sawmill Open

500m

500

300

150

$10

Ribbons included in Prize Money

BRING YOUR OWN JOCKEY (70KG)

Jockey’s insurance $10 (once only)

Nominations to be forwarded to John Charlton (07)4129 9004

First 9 fully paid nominations will be accepted (2 reserves)

Camping Facilities are available on the grounds

The Recreation Committee has the right to adjust races accordingly,, depending on nominations numbers.
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